
Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

singing their own instrumental parts 

within an ensemble.

singing their own instrumental parts 

within an ensemble .

singing their own instrumental parts 

within an ensemble .

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

singing their own instrumental parts in 

tune with appropriate articulation 

(staccato, slur, accent, tenuto, fermata), 

phrasing (breath mark, two-measure 

phrase) and dynamics (mezzo-forte, 

mezzo-piano, piano, forte, crescendo, 

decrescendo).

singing their own instrumental parts in 

tune with appropriate articulation 

(accelerando, legato), phrasing (legato) 

and dynamics (fortissimo, pianissimo, 

sforzando, forte-piano).

singing their own instrumental parts in 

tune with appropriate articulation 

(phrasing, simile, Grazioso, Dolce), 

phrasing (legato) and dynamics 

(sforzando, forte-piano).

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

singing rhythmic patterns (whole note, 

whole rest,  half note, half rest, quarter 

note, quarter rest, eighth note, eighth 

rest, dotted half note, dotted quarter 

note, pick-up notes) of different meters ( 

2/4, 4/4, 3/4).

singing rhythmic patterns (eighth note 

and quarter note triplets,syncopation) of 

different meters (2/2, cut-time).

singing rhythmic patterns (sixteenth 

note triplets, sixteenth-dotted eighth note 

pattern, sixteenth-eighth-sixteenth note 

pattern) of different meters (6/8).

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

singing their own instrumental parts with 

good posture and with proper breath 

support.

singing their own instrumental parts with 

good posture and with proper breath 

support.

singing their own instrumental parts with 

good posture and with proper breath 

support.
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201 PO 301

properly assembling and identifying the 

various parts of their instruments.

properly assembling and identifying the 

various parts of their instruments.

properly assembling and identifying the 

various parts of their instruments.

PO 102. PO 202 PO 302

demonstrating proper care and 

maintenance of their instrument.

demonstrating proper care and 

maintenance of their instrument

demonstrating proper care and 

maintenance of their instrument

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

playing solo and ensemble literature on 

grade level 1-2 on a scale of 1-6.

playing solo and ensemble literature on 

grade level 1-3 on a scale of 1-6.

playing solo and ensemble literature on 

grade level 2-4 on a scale of 1-6.

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

identifying and playing individually and 

with others the following note and rest 

values while maintaining a steady beat: 

whole, half, quarter, eighth, dotted half, 

datted quarter.

identifying and playing individually and 

with others the following note and rest 

values while maintaining a steady beat: 

whole, half, quarter, eighth, dotted half, 

dotted quarter and sixteenth as well as 

other note and rest values encountered 

in the repertoire.

identifying and playing individually and 

with others the following note and rest 

values while maintaining a steady beat : 

whole, half, quarter, eighth, dotted half, 

dotted quarter and sixteenth as well as 

other note and rest values encountered 

in the repertoire .

PO 105. PO 205. PO 305.

playing the Concert Bb , F major, and F 

chromatic scales one octave on wind 

and mallet percussion instruments.

playing Bb, F, and Eb major scales for 

one octave  and a chromatic scale in 

the appropriate range.

playing Bb, F, Eb, Ab, C, G and D major 

scales full practical range and two-

octave chromatic scale.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 106. PO 206. PO 306.

identifying and playing articulations 

(staccato, accent) and symbols 

(fermata, slur, tie, repeat sign, soli, a2, 

multi-measure rest, 1st & 2nd ending, 

flat, natural, sharp, D.C.al fine, breath 

mark) as they occur in the repertoire.

identifying and playing articulations 

(grace note) and symbols (coda, D.S. al 

Fine, D.S. al Coda) as they occur in the 

repertoire.

identifying and playing articulations and 

symbols (fp, sfz, one-measure repeat) 

as they occur in the repertoire.

PO 107. PO 207. PO 307.

demonstrating the basic embouchure, 

posture, and hand/stick/mallet position 

appropriate for characteristic tone 

production on their instrument.

demonstrating how factors such as 

embouchure shape and tension, 

mouthpiece and reed selection, slide 

position, stick/mallet placement, and 

fingerings influences the intonation and 

tone quality and their instrument.

demonstrating how factors such as 

embouchure shape and tension, 

mouthpiece and reed selection, slide 

position, stick/mallet placement, and 

fingerings influences the intonation and 

tone quality and their instrument.

PO 108. PO 208. PO 308.

playing, on pitch, in rhythm, with 

appropriate articulation, dynamics, and 

tempo.

playing, on pitch , in rhythm , with 

appropriate articulation , dynamics , 

phrasing , and  tempo .

playing, on pitch , in rhythm , with 

appropriate articulation , dynamics , 

phrasing , and tempo .

PO 109. PO 209. PO 309.

playing exercises from memory at 

appropriate level.

playing exercises from memory at 

appropriate level.

playing exercises from memory at 

appropriate level.

PO 110. PO 210. PO 310.

playing notated music at grade level 0.5 -

2 on a scale of 1-6.

playing notated music at grade level 1-3 

on a scale of 1-6.

playing notated music at grade level 2-4 

on a scale of 1-6.
PO 111. PO 211. PO 311.

playing repertoire accurately and with 

good breath control, tone quality, and 

technique at grade level 1-2 on a scale of 

1-6.

playing repertoire accurately and with 

good breath control, tone quality, and 

technique at grade level 1-3 on a scale of 

1-6.

playing repertoire accurately and with 

good breath control, tone quality, and 

technique at grade level 2-4 on a scale of 

1-6.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 112. PO 212. PO 312.

sight-reading repertoire accurately and 

expressively at one level below 

performance level.

sight-reading repertoire  accurately and 

expressively at one level below 

performance level.

sight-reading repertoire  accurately and 

expressively at one level below 

performance level.

PO 113. PO 213. PO 313.

playing a varied repertoire from different 

genres at appropriate level (e.g., 

traditional, military, popular, folk).

playing a varied repertoire  from 

different genres at appropriate level 

(e.g., traditional, military, popular, folk).

playing a varied repertoire  from 

different genres at appropriate level 

(e.g., traditional, military, popular, folk).

PO 114. PO 214. PO 314.

responding to basic conductor’s cues 

(e.g., tempos, dynamics, releases, 

downbeats, preps, fermatas)

responding to basic conductor's cues 

(e.g., phrasing, legato, non-legato, 

marcato, staccato).

responding to basic conductor's cues 

(e.g. style, expression, part-cueing).

PO 115. PO 215. PO 315.

playing independent parts while others 

play contrasting parts within an 

ensemble at grade level 1-2 on a scale 

of 1-6.

playing independent parts while others 

play contrasting parts within an 

ensemble at grade level 1-3 on a scale 

of 106.

playing independent parts while others 

play contrasting parts within an 

ensemble at grade level 2-4 on a scale 

of 106.

PO 116. PO 216. PO 316.

playing together as an ensemble (e.g., 

tempo, balance - pyramid of sound).

playing together as an ensemble (e.g., 

tempo, intonation, balance, blend).

playing together as an ensemble  (e.g., 

tempo , intonation , balance, blend).

PO 117. PO 217. PO 317.

playing by rote short rhythmic and/or 

melodic patterns, and/or intervallic while 

maintaining a steady beat.

playing by rote short rhythmic and/or 

melodic patterns in tempo.

playing by rote short rhythmic  and/or 

melodic patterns in tempo .

PO 118. PO 218. PO 318.

moving in a synchronized manner with 

music (e.g., hand clapping, foot tapping, 

marching).

moving in a synchronized manner with 

music (e.g., hand clapping, foot tapping, 

marching).

moving in a synchronized manner with 

music (e.g., hand clapping, foot tapping, 

marching).
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 119. PO 219. PO 309.

additionally for percussionists: reading 

appropriate percussion notation and 

playing the appropriate percussion 

rudiments (e.g., buzz-stroke, double-

stroke, 5-stroke, 9-stroke, closed rolls, 

paradiddles, flams, drags, flam taps) flam 

accents, flamacue)

additionally for percussionists: reading 

appropriate percussion notation 

(sixteenth-note tiplet, bass drum rolls, 

cross-stick rim shot, tambourine knee to 

fist, crash cymbal choke, tambourine 

thumb roll) and playing the appropriate 

percussion rudiments (e.g., flam accents, 

flamacue, flam paradiddles, double 

bounce, multi-bounce in a quarter note, ).

additionally for percussionists: reading 

appropriate percussion notation and 

playing the appropriate percussion 

rudiments (including natural sticking in 

6/8, open rolls in 6/8, pataflafla)

PO 120. PO 220. PO 320.

recognizing when their instruments are in 

tune by listening to a given pitch, and 

know how to adjust the instrument to 

pitch.

tuning their own instrument using a tuner 

or other pitch reference, and know how 

to adjust intrument to pitch from needle 

direction (cents flat or sharp).

tuning their own instrument using a tuner 

or other pitch reference, and know how 

to adjust intrument to pitch  from needle 

direction (cents flat or sharp).

PO 221. PO 321.

recognizing intonation within the 

ensemble.

recognizing intonation  within the 

ensemble .
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

playing improvised melodies and/or 

rhythmic patterns for a minimum of 2 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines (e.g., using a limited pitch 

set).

playing improvised melodies and/or 

rhythmic patterns for a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines (e.g., using a limited pitch 

set).

playing improvised melodies and/or 

rhythmic patterns for a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines (e.g., using a limited pitch 

set).

PO 202. PO 302.

playing melodic and rhythmic improvised 

accompaniments for a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines.

playing melodic and rhythmic improvised 

accompaniments  for a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines.
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

identifying how changing compositional 

elements of music (e.g., dynamics, tone 

color, tempo) can change the style and 

experience of the music.

manipulating compositional elements of 

music (e.g., dynamics, tone color, 

tempo) to change the style and 

experience of the music.

manipulating compositional elements of 

music (e.g., dynamics , tone color, 

tempo ) to change the style and 

experience of the music.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

creating short compositions for their own 

instrument, a minimum of 2 measures 

within teacher specified guidelines.

creating short compositions for their own 

instrument or others, a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines.

creating short compositions for their own 

instrument or others, a minimum of 4 

measures within teacher specified 

guidelines.
PO 303.

transposing/arranging/transcribing 

music within teacher specified 

guidelines.
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO101. PO 201. PO 301.

identifying the key of their instrument in 

relation to concert pitch.

identifying the key of their instrument in 

relation to concert pitch .

identifying the key of other instruments 

within the ensemble in relation to 

concert pitch.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

explaining the function of the following 

time signatures: 4/4, 3/4, 3/4, common 

time, cut time.

explaining the function of the following 

time signatures: 4/4, 3/4, 3/4, 6/8, 

common time, cut time.

explaining the difference between 

simple/compound and duple/triple.

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

explaining and applying the terms 

encountered in the repertoire.

explaining and applying the terms 

encountered in the repertoire .

explaining and applying the terms 

encountered in the repertoire .

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

playing expressively, on pitch and in 

rhythm, dynamics, phrasing, tempo 

markings encountered in the repertoire.

playing expressively, on pitch  and in 

rhythm , dynamics , phrasing ,  tempo 

markings encountered in the 

repertoire .

playing expressively, on pitch  and in 

rhythm , dynamics , phrasing ,  tempo 

markings encountered in the 

repertoire .

PO 105. PO 205. PO 305.

using appropriate terminology to describe 

and explain music encountered in the 

repertoire.

using appropriate terminology to 

describe and explain music encountered 

in the repertoire .

using appropriate terminology to 

describe and explain music encountered 

in the repertoire .

PO 106. PO 206. PO 306.

identifying steps, skips, and repeated 

notes encountered in the repertoire.

identifying steps, skips, and repeated 

notes encountered in the repertoire .

identifying intervals encountered in the 

repertoire.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 107. PO 207. PO 307.

explaining the function of the key 

signatures and accidentals.

recognizing and playing key signatures 

and accidentals in the repertoire.

recognizing and playing key signatures 

and accidentals in the repertoire .

PO 108. PO 208. PO 308.

describing and playing simple musical 

forms as encountered in repertoire.

describing and playing musical forms as 

encountered in repertoire.

describing and playing musical forms as 

encountered in the repertoire .
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.
Recognizing the relationship between 

music and various functions/events (e.g., 

specific to content area).

Explaining the relationship between 

music and various functions/events (e.g., 

specific to content area).

Analyzing the relationship between music 

and various functions/events (e.g., 

specific to content area).

PO 202. PO 302.
Identifying how music can be transcribed 

from one music medium to another (e.g., 

one instrument to another, one ensemble 

to another).

Explaining how music can be transcribed 

from one medium to another (e.g., one 

instrument to another, one ensemble to 

another).

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.
Recognizing composers' motivations for 

creating the music being performed by 

the students

Recognizing composers' motivations for 

creating the music being performed by 

the students

Recognizing composers' motivations for 

creating the music being performed by 

the students

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

Recognizing and applying the 

relationship between rhythm and 

mathematics as it occurs in the 

repertoire.

Explaining and applying the relationship 

between rhythm and mathematics as it 

occurs in the repertoire.

Analyzing and applying the relationship 

between rhythm and mathematics as it 

occurs in the repertoire.

PO 105. PO 205. PO 305.

Recognizing the connections between 

music and other content areas as 

encountered in the repertoire.

Recognizing the connections between 

music and other content areas as 

encountered in the repertoire.

Recognizing the connections between 

music and other content areas as 

encountered in the repertoire.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 106. PO 206. PO 306.

Describing and applying the physical 

factors essential to playing within the 

repertoire (e.g., posture, breathing, 

fingerings).

Describing and applying the physical 

factors essential to playing within the 

repertoire (e.g., posture, breathing, 

fingerings).

Describing and applying the physical 

factors essential to playing within the 

repertoire (e.g., posture, breathing, 

fingerings).
PO 107. PO 207. PO 307.

Analyzing and applying the effect the 

instrument's physical properties has on 

its sound as student skill level increases.

Analyzing and applying the effect the 

instrument's physical properties has on 

its sound as student skill level increases.

Analyzing and applying the effect the 

instrument's physical properties has on 

its sound as student skill level increases.

PO 208. PO 308.

Recognizing acoustic properties as they 

effect the performers and the 

performance space.

Adjusting to acoustic properties as they 

affect the performers and the 

performance space.

PO 209. PO 309.

Comparing how the basic elements of 

two or more arts disciplines can be used 

to express similar events, emotions, 

scenes, or ideas (e.g., sound in music, 

movement in dance, images in art, words 

in poetry).

Analyzing how the basic elements of two 

or more arts disciplines can be used to 

express similar events, emotions, 

scenes, or ideas (e.g., sound in music, 

movement in dance, images in art, words 

in poetry).
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

Investigating the origins and 

development of instrumental  music.

Recognizing the origins and development 

of instrumental music.

Recognizing the origins and 

development of instrumental music.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

Identifying and comparing a varied 

repertoire of music from diverse genres 

and musical styles.

Identifying and comparing a varied 

repertoire of music from diverse genres 

and musical styles.

Identifying and comparing a varied 

repertoire of music from diverse genres 

and musical styles.

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

Playing a varied repertoire of music 

utilizing appropriate stylistic elements 

reflective of history and culture.

Playing a varied repertoire of music 

utilizing appropriate stylistic elements 

reflective of history and culture.

Playing a varied repertoire of music 

utilizing appropriate stylistic elements 

reflective of history and culture.

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

Identifying and applying appropriate 

audience behavior in the context and 

style of music being performed.

Applying appropriate audience behavior 

in the context and style of music being 

performed.

Applying appropriate audience behavior 

in the context and style of music being 

performed.

PO 105. PO 205. PO 305.

Identifying the composers of the works 

being played.

Identifying and discussing the composers 

of the works being played.

Identifying and analyzing the context in 

which the composer wrote the work 

being played.

PO 106. PO 206. PO 306.

Identifying various roles of music in daily 

experiences.

Identifying various roles of music in daily 

experiences.

Identifying various roles of music in daily 

experiences.
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Strand 2: Relate

Concept 2: Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 107. PO 207. PO 307.

Identifying the musical characteristics 

that make a piece of music appropriate 

for a specific event or function.

Explaining and applying the musical 

characteristics that make a piece of 

music appropriate for a specific event or 

function.

Explaining and applying the musical 

characteristics that make a piece of 

music appropriate for a specific event or 

function.
PO 208. PO 308.

Identifying and discussing the 

roles/careers musicians play in various 

societies.

Identifying and discussing the 

roles/careers musicians play in various 

societies and investigate opportunities 

for life long participation in music.
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

Explaining their musical preference for 

specific musical works and styles.

Describing their preference for specific 

musical works and styles.

Describing specific musical 

characteristics that influence their 

preference for specific musical works 

and styles.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

Identifying the roles and impact music 

plays in their lives and the lives of others.

Discussing the roles and impact music 

plays in their lives and the lives of others.

Reflecting on the roles and impact music 

plays in their lives and the lives of others.

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

Identify the various ways that music 

conveys universal themes (e.g., contrast, 

conflict, emotion).

Describing the various ways that music 

conveys universal themes (e.g., contrast, 

conflict, emotion).

Describing the various ways that music 

conveys universal themes (e.g., 

contrast, conflict, emotion).

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

Identifying and explaining music 

preferences (I like it because…)

Identifying, explaining, and distinguishing 

music preferences (I like it because…) 

from music judgments (It is good 

because…)

Distinguish music preferences (I like it 

because…) from music judgments (It is 

good because…) from cultural judgments 

(It is important because…)
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

Listening to music from various cultures 

and genres.

Describing music from various cultures 

and genres.

Analyzing music from various cultures 

and genres.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

Identifying the musical characteristics 

that make a piece of music appropriate 

for a specific event.

Identifying and describing the musical 

characteristics that make a piece of 

music appropriate for a specific event.

Describing and analyzing the musical 

characteristics that make a piece of 

music appropriate for a specific event.

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

Identifying the sounds of the instruments  

specific to their ensemble.

Identifying the sounds of the instruments 

specific to their ensemble.

Identifying the sounds of the instruments 

specific to their ensemble.

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

Identifying instruments by family type. Identifying instruments by family type. Identifying instruments by family type.

PO 205. PO 305.

Comparing/contrasting the performance 

of a solo/ensemble in relation to the 

genre or style performed.

Comparing/contrasting the performance 

of a solo/ensemble in relation to the 

genre or style performed.

PO 106. PO 206. PO 306.

Using appropriate terminology to 

describe and explain music.

Using appropriate terminology to 

describe and explain music.

Using appropriate terminology to 

describe and explain music.
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Performing Ensembles: Band
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Concept 1: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
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Higley Unified School District

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 107. PO 207. PO 307.

Identifying the elements of music in the 

repertoire.

Identifying and explaining the elements 

of music in the repertoire.

Identifying and explaining the elements 

of music in the repertoire.

PO 208. PO 308.

Comparing multiple interpretations of the 

same piece of music.

Comparing multiple interpretations of the 

same piece of music.

PO 109. PO 209. PO 309.

Identifying their role (e.g., melody, 

harmony, accompaniment, 

foreground/background) within the 

texture of the ensemble.

Describing their role (e.g., melody, 

harmony, accompaniment, 

foreground/background) within the 

texture of the ensemble.

Analyzing their role (e.g., melody, 

harmony, accompaniment, 

foreground/background) within the 

texture of the ensemble.

PO 110. PO 210. PO 310.

Identifying whether an instrument is in 

tune by listening to a pitch reference.

Determining whether the instrument is 

sharp, flat, or in tune by listening to a 

pitch reference/ensemble.

Determining whether the instrument is 

sharp, flat, or in tune by listening to a 

pitch reference/ensemble.

PO 111. PO 211. PO 311.

Identifying the expressive qualities (e.g., 

dynamics, tempo, phrasing, vibrato) of 

music.

Describing the expressive qualities (e.g., 

dynamics, tempo, phrasing, vibrato) of 

music used to create different moods or 

feelings.

Analyzing the expressive qualities (e.g., 

dynamics, tempo, phrasing, vibrato) of 

music used to create different moods or 

feelings.

PO 112. PO 212. PO 312.

Listening to musical examples with 

sustained attention.

Listening to musical examples with 

sustained attention.

Listening to musical examples with 

sustained attention.
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Higley Unified School District

Students will demonstrate proficiency by:

Beginning Band 7th Grade Band 8th Grade Band
PO 101. PO 201. PO 301.

Identifying the characteristics that evoke 

a temperament or mood in a piece of 

music.

Describing the characteristics that evoke 

a temperament or mood in a piece of 

music.

Analyzing the characteristics that evoke 

a temperament or mood in a piece of 

music.

PO 102. PO 202. PO 302.

Using teacher specified criteria to 

evaluate a musical performance.

Using teacher or student specified 

criteriea to evaluate a musical 

performance.

Using student specified criteria to 

evaluate a musical performance.

PO 103. PO 203. PO 303.

Showing respect for personal work and 

the work of others through appropriate 

critique.

Showing respect for personal work and 

the work of others through appropriate 

critique.

Showing respect for personal work and 

the work of others through appropriate 

critique.

PO 104. PO 204. PO 304.

Evaluating the effect of audience 

performers' behavior on the 

performance.

Evaluating the effect of audience 

performers' behavior on the 

performance.

Evaluating the effect of audience 

performers' behavior on the 

performance.

PO 105. PO 205. PO 305.

Reflecting on the experience(s) of their 

performance and the performance of 

others.

Describing the experience(s) of their 

performance and the performance of 

others.

Analyzing the experience(s) of their 

performance and the performance of 

others.
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Performing Ensembles: Band
Strand 3: Evaluate

Concept 2: Evaluating music and music performances.
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